
                  
        

7 June 2016 / Royal irish academy
19 dawson street, dublin 2

1.30 p.m.  Introduction by the Chair
 Professor Alun Jones MRIA — School of Geography, University College Dublin

1.35 p.m.  The university, markets and democratic knowledge 
 Professor John Holmwood — School of Sociology and Social Policy, University of   
 Nottingham; Former President of the British Sociological Association
 Over the last 50 years, universities have been understood as complex institutions serving multiple  
 purposes. This talk will consider how they are increasingly seen in terms of economic functions  
 of investment in human capital and economic growth. The latter is no longer understood to be   
 inclusive but is associated with ever-widening inequality. In this context, the university’s role in the  
 public sphere, facilitating democratic debate is attenuated.

2.10 p.m.   Does commerce undermine the virtuous republic? Surrogacy in France 
 Dr Samantha Ashenden — Department of Politics, Birkbeck, University of London; 
 Editorial Board of the journal Economy and Society
 Practices of kinship are currently being re-written by markets in reproductive technologies. In   
 particular, the development of international commercial surrogacy has raised a number of 
 legal and ethical concerns: many assert that making people should not be the result of market   
 transactions. This paper examines this new nexus by looking in detail at the case of Mennesson v.  
 France (ECHR 2014), a case in which a commercial market in surrogacy and the normative horizon  
	 of	the	French	republic	come	into	direct	conflict.	

2.45 p.m.  Break

3.05 p.m.  Passions, doux commerce, interest well-understood: from Adam Smith  
 to Alexis de Tocqueville and beyond 
 Dr Andreas Hess — School of Sociology, University College Dublin
 This talk takes Albert O. Hirschman’s observation and comments about arguments in favour of   
	 capitalism	before	its	victory	seriously.	More	specifically,	the	speaker	will	try	to	identify	some	of			
 those moral concerns that motivated political economy’s pioneers and how such reasoning also  
 impacted on modern democratic thought.

3.40 p.m. Discussion

4.00 p.m. Closing remarks
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